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attack changing the nature of  fire ground 
operations. These new developments and 
techniques instituted by Dutchman Jan van 
der Heyden would form the basis for his 
book Brandspuitenboek (or Fire Engine Book) 
which would be the first training manual on 
firefighting.

Though the use of  fire hose in America 
came years after its first use in Europe, 
American inventors and fire service practi-
tioners would enhance and improve the fire 
hose into a durable and versatile piece of
equipment. They would also embrace the 
concept, first espoused by Van der Heyden, 
of  the principles of  aggressive interior 
fire attack that would shape modern fire 
tactics. The use of  hose itself  brought about 
changes to the method of  connecting hose 
sections through coupling design and led to 
the inability to control some fires until they 
became catastrophic conflagrations due to 
mismatched hose couplings. This problem 
would lead fire service organizations to 
call for and implement a national standard 
for fire hose thread. Also, the method of  
transporting and deploying hose would 
make sweeping changes to the new concept 

of  fire apparatus design and function. Fire 
crews would now arrive together by riding 
the multi-purpose hose wagon apparatus 
to the scene. Further developments in the 
20th Century would bring synthetic jacketed 
high-pressure hose along with large diameter 
hose to the fire ground and operations. It is 
exciting to think about what new develop-
ments in fire hose will occur and how those 
developments will enhance or change future 
fire service tactics.

The simple function of  getting water on 
the fire created major difficulties for our fire 
service predecessors. Much of  this history 
has unfortunately faded over time, and 
the firefighters of  today fail to realize how 
extensively the development of  fire hose 
back in the 1600s to 1800s changed fire 
attack and the history and traditions of  the 
fire service. It is up to fire service historians 
and preservationists to preserve and relate 
the true story of  this important part of  fire 
service history and its impact on the modern 
fire service.

Can we still learn from fire service history 
today? Hopefully, your department has 

planned and practiced mutual aid responses 
with neighboring departments and learned 
from history. Part of  this planning should be 
checking to make sure your hose couplings 
and other fittings are compatible, or the 
procurement of  the necessary adapters, 
so that when the big all-hands emergency 
comes the departments in your region can 
work together to successfully fulfill their 
traditional mission of  protecting lives and 
property, using that most basic of  tools, the 
fire hose.
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